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It has once again been a privilege to have served as Chair of this Parish Council. 
However this can only be achieved by having a good team of members and officers to 
work with, and luckily enough we have them here at Crigglestone. 
 
I have served nearly forty years as a Councillor in this Parish, and Janet is now the sixth 
clerk that I have served with. It seems that every year brings more issues for the Council 
to address, be it tree maintenance, potholes, the Local Development Framework and 
contentious planning applications.  New committees have been also been appointed, to 
deal with the Village Institute Charity and to implement the Community Plan. This all 
reflects on the workloads of our clerk and financial officer.  
 
On behalf of the Parish Council I thank Janet and Julia for their dedication and diligence 
in keeping members on the right track and most of all for their efficiency.  
 
In 2009 it was decided that the Parish Plan was out of date and should be replaced.  In 
order to find funding an independent steering group was formed and they were very 
active in setting out a questionnaire and then sorting out the replies.  The final plan was 
launched by former clerk Councillor Maureen Cummings at a well-attended event in 
October 2011.  Members of the Steering Group and the Parish Council are now working 
to achieve the targets set out in the Action Plans and addressing residents’ issues in 
liaison with the District Council, police, transport companies and medical services.  The 
plan has been very well received by Wakefield Council at both councillor and officer 
levels. 
 
Sgt Day of the West Yorkshire Police who now manages the Safe Scheme attends 
Parish Council meetings and delivers monthly reports on all aspects of crime within the 
Parish. This includes anti-social behaviour, burglary, drugs and traffic issues. Sgt Day is 
given priorities to deal with over the next month wherever members think there may be a 
problem.  
 
Over the past year we have again given grants to various organisations doing work for 
the benefit of the community.  Some of the beneficiaries this year have been the 
Newmillerdam Methodist Church, Time for Us at Hall Green Community Centre, the 
Friends of Betty Eastwood Park, Crigglestone Community Plan Steering Group and St 
James School wildlife area. 
 
The Parks and Open Spaces Committee has been very active over the past year. In 
addition to the usual maintenance works to Betty Eastwood Park and the other smaller 
sites, the Committee has followed up the tree works undertaken in response to the 2010 
risk assessment, pressed for funding to improve the BMX track and overseen the 
formation of the Friends of Betty Eastwood Park.  The Friends have been doing excellent 
work thinning the woodland and generally improving the appearance of the Park. The 
Committee also arranged another hanging basket scheme which saw additional baskets 
sponsored in the Newmillerdam area. This hopefully assisted the Newmillerdam 
Community & Conservation Association when they won a Silver Gilt award in the Village 
in Bloom Competition.  
 
Over many years the Parish Council has arranged bulb planting or given grants to groups 
to do the same.  This is now beginning to take effect in many areas of the Parish during 
the spring time. And then this is followed up with the hanging baskets. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all hanging basket sponsors for the commitment that they have 
made over many years. 
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Along with the governors of St James School and the Durkar Residents, the Parish 
Council is still opposing the housing development adjacent to the school. This may be 
ongoing for some time yet. Cllrs Wainwright, Daniels and Crompton have attended LDF 
hearings on behalf of the Parish Council to force home our objections. The outcome of 
the LDFwill be known in the summer. 
 
The Community Hero award did not attract any interest in 2011 so the Committee will be 
considering how to promote the scheme more effectively in the future.  
 
Both councillors and staff have kept up to date with parish council legislation and 
procedures by attending conferences and other training opportunities organised by 
specialist providers. 
 
After rises in two previous years the Council is pleased to be able to keep the precept at 
the same level as last year yet still providing a similar service for residents. 
 
Once again I can report on good attendances at the Remembrance Services at both 
Newmillerdam and then followed by the service at St James and the Cenotaph. It was 
noted as to the number of younger members of the Parish that are attending the services 
now.  I for one hope that this will continue in the years to come.  
 
The activities of the Parish Council are promoted in the Newsletter which is delivered 
across the parish. You can also read about what we are doing on the Parish Website, in 
the Wakefield Express and in the Parish Link from St. James Church.  
 
Last of all I would like to thank all of the Parish Councillors for their support and hard 
work that they do and to Cllr. Daniels our Vice Chair for the help that he has given me 
over the year.  
 

JPeebles  
 
Chair Crigglestone Parish Council 
 

 


