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ANNUAL PARISH REPORT

Councillor Mrs Jackie Craven

The Chairman began by saying that it had been a pleasure to serve as Chairman of the Parish Council for the last 12 months and took the opportunity to thank fellow Councillors for giving her that opportunity.

She also thanked Vice Chairman Councillor John Peebles for all the help and support he has given her over the last 12 months, “its always good to know that there is someone with experience to assist when necessary”. 

Thanks also went to Maureen Cummings Parish Clerk and Janet Stocks Village Institute caretaker. 
The year started on a disappointing note, the licence for the Hanging Basket arrived too late for T & D to be able to present them well,  so a decision was taken not to go ahead with the displays.   However, the good news is we have already received the licence for this year, maybe not on the same lamp columns, but the displays will look as good as ever.
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Crime again has been on top of our agenda.  The Parish Council this year has increased its SAFE scheme budget from £8.000 to £10,000.  The SAFE Scheme has helped keep crime figures low in Crigglestone over the last 12 month period.  Thanks to our colleagues from the  Police for their quick action on any concerns we have raised with them.

Grants have been made to several groups, those benefiting include Newmillerdam Senior Citizens, a grant was given to help their rental costs and Mackie Hill School were given a grant towards the creation of a buddy garden.  
Councillor Craven was proud to represent the Parish Council along with the Mayor of Wakefield Councillor Janet Holmes at the opening ceremony of the garden, and  had to say things have changed a lot since she went to school.

Grounds Maintenance Committee continue their good work.  This year sees works commencing on the wetland area and the upgrading of the BMX track in Betty Eastwood Park.

The Parish Plan was launched in 2004 and the Parish Council are now implementing some of the recommendations that came out of the Parish Plan.   

Thanks to Steering Committee for all their commitment , hard work and time.

[image: image3.wmf]The Parish Web site goes from strength to strength.  Maureen updates members each month with regard to hits on the site and which Councillors page has been visited most.  The web site is receiving hits from all over the world. 

[image: image4.wmf]The Remembrance Day ceremony continues to increase in numbers attending in Newmillerdam, this year the Brownies went along and took part.  It was also wonderful to experience out first Remembrance Day ceremony in St. James Church with the new Memorial Board in place. 

Councillor Craven took the opportunity of  wishing Councillor John Shillitoe a speedy recovery and hope to see him soon at Parish Council meetings, and  also a speedy recovery to former Councillor, Tom Depledge who has also been not too well recently.

The Chairman concluded by saying It as been a full year and gave thanks go to everyone for their support for what has been a very enjoyable time.
Councillor Jackie Craven
5th April 2005
NEWMILLERDAM TOP CAR PARK SCHOOL HILL

Following concerns about misuse of the car park, involving various incidents of anti-social behaviour, the overspill car park at the top of School Hill in Newmillerdam has been closed to the public for almost a year.  

Some work has been done to prune shrubs and trees and to clean up the car park area.  In addition, a height barrier has been placed at the entrance to prevent high-sided vehicles from entering the car park.  

Since the car park was closed, the Parish Council has been in discussion with Wakefield Council about the future use of the area.  Parish Councillors feel that the site could be used as more than just a car park and the area could be turned into a leisure facility for local residents, schools and the many visitors to Newmillerdam.  Ideas which have been discussed by the Parish Council include:

· An adventure playground

· A Picnic area

· A nature trail

· A wildflower area

Councillors feel that a mixture of all or some of these ideas could be feasible given the size of the site.  However, the Parish council would like local residents to have a say and we would like to invite you to let us have your views.  You can write to us via the Parish Clerk, Crigglestone Village Institute, High Street, Crigglestone, or email her on clerk-crigglestonepc@beeb.net. 

 It would be helpful if you could let us have your comments by Tuesday 3rd May 2005.
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NEWS FROM TRADING STANDARDS
[image: image6.wmf]Trading Standards reported recently that a pensioner who is registered blind was canvassed by an electrical repairer offering ‘Free’ appliance check ups.  The visit resulted in charges of nearly £300 for servicing a vacuum cleaner and replacing a washing machine bearing. 

So Beware of anyone calling and offering you this service.  

Did you know that you can contact the Trading Standards ‘Consumer Direct’ line for information, help or to report suspicious happenings. 0845 4 040 506
THE HANGING BASKETS ARE BACK
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Since receipt of permission to once again this year have our hanging basket displays sponsors have been pouring in, this shows just how popular the initiative is, thanks to all those who are continuing and hopefully we should have a wonderful display this year. 

FINALLY
At the Parish Council meeting held in February 2005 it was decided that no increase in the Parish Precept was necessary.  The Precept remains this year at £35,000.  If any local organisation requires assistance with funding why not apply to the Parish Council 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS INFORMATION AND HELP

If you have any problems, questions or queries, please feel free to contact your nearest Parish Councillor – full details can be found on our web site.  Minutes, information and other news can also be found, so why not log in to  www.crigglestonepc.org or email the Parish Clerk clerk-crigglestonepc@beeb.net 
CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
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