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Chairmans Annual Report

6th April 2004

Presented by Councillor John Peebles

Chairman of the Parish Council

Councillor Peebles began by saying that:

It has been a pleasure to have served as Chair of this Parish Council for the past 12 months. I would like to thank Councillor Jackie Craven as the Vice Chair for the help and support that she has given me throughout the year. I thank Maureen Cummings, our Parish Clerk, to me it has been a delight to work with her and thank her for the support she has given me. Neither can we forget Janet Stocks for the way the Village Institute is looked after. On a number of occasions it has been remarked upon as to the cleanliness of the premises, and also the help that she gives Maureen with bookings.

Crime has remained a top priority and thanks to close co operation with the Police,  areas of concern were focused on and dealt with quickly.

Planning applications have increased but have been regularly monitored by the Parish Council particularly Junction 39, housing in Calder Grove and Humley Hill in Newmillerdam.

As usual we have had our ups and downs, nearly all on the down in Planning Matters where we never see eye to eye. J 39 seems to be our greatest headache, I do not think we shall ever be able to say we will overcome.  

The Parish Newsletter has proved a huge success with 4 issues a year now planned.

Several grants have been made to local groups and organisations and in particular Hall Green Juniors and Newmillerdam Senior Citizens.

The Grounds Maintenance Committee continues their good works with sponsorship of hanging baskets now exceeding 53 and rising however the granting of a licence from WMDC is still awaited for 2004.

The Almshouses have also received further attention during the year and with particular regard to occupant safety following the recent burglary. The installation of additional plug in points, smoke detectors and a new porch  will help make these premises safe and secure.

In particular, thanks go to the Police Safety Officers who dealt with the burglary and acted quickly to ensure that locks were changed on all three properties and that high pitched entering devices were fitted. 

The Parish Plan Steering Committee are doing an excellent job in coordinating the production of Crigglestone’s Parish Plan which has already brought many parts of the community into this vital consultation.  The Plan will hopefully be published in the middle of the year.  Congratulations and thanks to Councillor Chowcat for leading this group and other Councillors who regularly attended and contributed. 

The Parish Council is soon to have its own tailor made web site which will hold a lot of information helpful to the community along with Councillor information and contact emails and phone numbers. 

The Remembrance Day ceremony at Newmillerdam continues to see increased attendance which is very pleasing. 

But the Parish Council highlight of the year was the installation of the Memorial Tablet into St James Church, over 200 people attended the unveiling ceremony with the Royal British Legion providing the Guard of Honour.  A big thanks to Councillor Keith Wainwright who has worked hard to pull together the information required and has worked closely with  the craftsmen who produced the tablet.  I understand he also had a hand in catering arrangements that followed the ceremony.  

The Parish precept has been increased this year for the first time in 7 years.  However the introduction of charging for elections, the refurbishment of Hall Green Community Centre along with the increased money to the SAFE Scheme the Parish Council felt that it had no alternative.

Over the next 12 months the Parish Council plans to undertake some major works to the Scout Hut, install gates at the entrances of Betty Eastwood Park and re floor the Village Institute and will continue to consider grant and donation applications from groups within the Parish.

It has been a successful year and may I take this opportunity of wishing you all continued success.

CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS YEAR ENDING

31st March 2004
	2003/2004

	Receipts
	

	Precept
	 £              30,000.00 

	Interest
	 £                   504.77 

	Loans repaid
	 £                3,050.00 

	VAT Claims
	 £                2,759.80 

	Uncashed Cheque
	 £                1,769.01 

	Sponsorship
	 £                1,120.00 

	Jubilee Mugs
	 £                     18.00 

	Parish Plan Grant
	 £                4,700.00 

	S106 UK Coal
	 £                1,475.45 

	Miscellaneous
	 £                2,321.26 

	
	

	Total Receipts
	 £             47,718.29 

	Payments
	

	Administration
	 £            1,320.12 

	Audit
	 £               650.00 

	Insurance
	 £            2,264.35 

	Police S31
	 £            8,000.00 

	Salaries
	 £            4,099.40 

	Chairs Hospitality
	 £                 45.90 

	Newsletter
	 £               838.00 

	Subscriptions
	 £               729.50 

	Conferences
	 £            1,191.34 

	Internet Site
	 £               880.00 

	Payments to local groups
	 £            5,814.73 

	Maintain Open Spaces
	 £            6,539.00 

	Village Institute
	 £            2,829.50 

	Loans Granted
	 £            5,000.00 

	Community Centre upgrade
	 £          10,222.30 

	Donations
	 £               132.00 

	Parish Plan
	 £            1,284.89 

	VAT Paid
	 £            3,331.41 

	Total Payments
	 £          55,172.44 

	Balance b/f
	 £           41,787.77 

	Plus Income
	 £           47,718.29 

	
	 £           89,506.06 

	Less Receipts
	 £          55,172.44 

	
	

	
	 £          34,333.62 


PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE
The Parish Council are pleased to announce that you can view the new Council web site on the INTERNET just type in www.crigglestonepc.org 

Once there you will be able to visit the notices page, members information page, minutes page and read all about the history of Crigglestone.  There are also useful links to schools, the District Council and other organisations in the area.
The site will be updated on a regular basis to keep all residents up-to-date with what’s happening on the Parish Council.
For those of you who do not have access to the web here is a list of your Parish Councillors:
Cllr Jackie Craven, (Chairman) Durkar
Cllr John Peebles, (Vice Chair) Newmillerdam 

Cllr Hazel Chowcat, Newmillerdam

Cllr John Shillitoe, Crigglestone,

Cllr Christine Platten, Crigglestone,

Cllr Keith Wainwright, Hall Green

Cllr Carol Norris, Durkar

Cllr Paul Crompton, Durkar

Cllr Alan Roe, Durkar

Cllr John Garthwaite, Calder Grove,

Cllr Peter Daniels, Durkar/Calder Grove.

Anyone who wishes to see the accounts can do so by contacting the Parish Clerk, Maureen Cummings on 01924 363165 

and a suitable appointment can be made.

All can be contacted in the first instance by ringing 01924 363165
REMEMBER
Parish Council meetings are held on the first Tuesday each month, excluding August, in the Village Institute, High Street, Crigglestone

The meetings begin at 7pm with a 15 minute public open session where you the residents can bring to the attention of members any concerns you may have.
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