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MEMORIAL BOARD
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The Right Worshipful the Mayor of the City of Wakefield Councillor David Atkinson and Councillor John Peebles the Chairman of Crigglestone Parish Council reading the new Memorial Board in St James Church Chapelthorpe following the unveiling ceremony on Sunday 7th March 2004.

Over 200 people attended the ceremony some travelling from all parts of the UK.  The Royal British Legion formed the Guard of Honour.

Tom Depledge movingly read the poem ‘In Flanders Field’ by John McCrae.

Canon John F White the Vicar of St James Church read the names of those from the Parish  who had lost their lives during past conflicts and whose names now appear on the Memorial Board.

The celebration concluded with light refreshments being served in the Church so that all those who had attended could have a good old chat. 
PARISH COUNCIL INTERNET SITE

Many of you have noticed that the Parish Council Internet site has not been updated since July 2003.  The service provider, Any-Villages, seems to have disappeared. Despite numerous emails the Parish Council has receved no reply.
At the Parish Council meeting held in January, it was decided that a tailormade site should be written.  The site is still in the design stage but will be launched onto the Worldwide Web before the end of April.  The Parish Council web address will be www.crigglestonepc.org.uk   
PLACE NAME ORIGINS 
DURKAR
The first known reference to the village appears in the Manor Court Rolls of 1285 when it was known as ‘Drytker’.  The name originates from the Norse ‘drit – kjarr’, or dirt marsh.

‘Dirkar’ is the spelling used in the Court Rolls of 1314 and later (1447) ‘Dricar’. There are numerous derivations of the name since that time, including ‘Dirtcarr’ in 1514 and ‘Durker’ in 1614.

By the time of the Crigglestone Enclosure of 1799/1800, the village was known as ‘Dirtcar’, a name synonymous with the district until the beginning of the 20th century.

Pressure on the Postmaster General from the ‘hierarchy’ of the district, and in particular from Thomas Robert Maddison of Dirtcar House, colliery manager at Crigglestone colliery, (who was outspoken in his loathing of the ‘Dirtcar’ title), led to the change of the village name from Dirtcar to Durkar in June 1905.
MEMORIAL WHEEL
[image: image2.wmf]The memorial wheel at the entrance to Betty Eastwood Park will soon be fitted with a commemorative bronze plaque which will read:
CRIGGLESTONE COLLIERY

1873 – 1968

This winding wheel was erected by the parishioners of Crigglestone as a memorial to the men who lost their

lives while employed at the colliery.
POLICE UPDATE 

At each Parish Council meeting, the Police make the following plea to residents: 

please do not leave valuables in your car at any time.
The Parish Council fully endorse this advice. The nights are getting lighter, bulbs are pushing through and grass is starting to grow, spring is here.  However, spring also brings the onset of shed burglaries, so ensure your gardening equipment is kept safely locked away. 
PARISH PLAN UPDATE 

A detailed questionnaire will soon be dropping through the letter boxes of every house in the parish.  The Crigglestone Parish Plan Steering Committee has worked hard to produce a questionnaire which will give us a detailed understanding of what residents think of the area and what changes they would like to see.  The questionnaire is divided into five broad areas covering housing, social and entertainment facilities, transport and highways, the environment and health and retail facilities.  It will provide the opportunity for up to 6 members of each household aged over 11 to record their views – the steering committee is particularly keen to encourage children to participate in this exercise.  We are still looking for help distributing the questionnaire - if you feel you can help, even if you are only able to distribute to the houses in your street, then please contact Hazel Chowcat on 01924 253575. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT

Newmillerdam Senior Citizens will continue to meet in the Lakeside Chapel every month thanks to a donation granted by the Parish Council of £108 to help towards the hire of the room.

Hall Green Juniors Mixed U7’s & U9’s Football Teams received a donation of £140 from the Parish Council to help towards the purchase of trophies.

PARISH PRECEPT

The Parish Precept has been raised this year from 19.5p per week to 22p per week for those people living in a Band D house.  
The precept has not been increased for 7 years.  The benefits from the increase will once again be used to help organisations in the community. 

MEMBERS ALLOWANCES

Legislation introduced by the Government on 1st January 2004 required the Parish Council to decide whether or not allowances should be paid to members.  

At the January 2004 Parish Council meeting members agreed overwhelmingly not to claim allowances.  A notice was placed on the Village Institute notice board advising residents of this decision. 
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Crigglestone Parish Council hopes that you find our Newsletter interesting.  If you have any comments regarding the content please contact the Parish Clerk, Maureen Cummings, on 01924 363165.
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