CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
10 JANUARY 2006
Present:  Councillors: Dr H Chowcat, Mrs J Craven, P Crompton, P Daniels, J Garthwaite, J Lumb, Mrs C Norris, J Peebles (Chairman), Mrs C Platten, A Roe, K Wainwright
District Councillors:  Councillors B Denson and P Harvey
Apologies: District Councillor Mrs J Drysdale, PC McMahon.
222/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies were accepted.
223/06
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Dr H Chowcat declared a personal interest in item 25, Audit Commission Survey.
224/06 TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN MAY WISH TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL
The Chairman commented favourably with regard to the Christmas Tree erected by Wakefield MDC at Newmillerdam but regretted that vandals had stolen light bulbs from the lower branches.
225/06
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6 DECEMBER 2005

Resolved: That the minutes be approved as a correct record.
226/06
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR INFORMATION ONLY


None
227/06
TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


Resolved: That members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting following agenda item number 31.
228/06
POLICE REPORT


PC Laybourne presented the crime statistics for December.  A number of ‘assaults’ were listed and further details of these crimes were requested.  The police had had increased their foot patrols and had looked into problems at the One Stop Shop and The Close as well as Calder Grove.  They had received favourable comments on the increased Police presence in the area.  Activities in December had included an arrest for a public order offence, and fixed penalty tickets had been issued to motorists for speeding, mobile phone use and seat belt offences.  A total of 36 SAFE Scheme hours had been spent in the Parish in December.  Councillors drew attention to instances of car break ins and rifle shots at shop windows.  Priorities for January would be car racing at Newmillerdam car park and youths damaging property behind the church at Calder Grove.
Resolved: (1) That the Parish Council thank PC Laybourne for his attendance and both officers for the good policing of the area.
(2) That the SAFE scheme payment of £2,500 for January, February and March 2006 be approved.

229/06
AMBERWATCH 247


It was noted that the representative of Amberwatch 247 was unable to attend the meeting.

230/06
THE CHARLESWORTH CHARITY

David Warwick, trustee and treasurer to the Charlesworth Charity, attended the meeting and explained that after many years of service, the current trustees of the Charity wished to resign.  The Trustees hoped that the Parish Council might take over the administration and management of their four almshouses.  Mr Warwick gave details of the properties, financial issues and the workload involved, and responded to Members’ queries.

Resolved: That the matter be considered at the next meeting of the Parish Council.
231/06
LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP BOARD MEETING

Councillor Craven reported on the Local Area Partnership Board meeting that she attended in November 2005.  She had been disappointed with both the manner and outcome of the meeting.

Resolved: That Wakefield MDC be asked for details of the co-opted members of the Board and how they were selected, and when there might be a decision on Town/Parish Council representation on the Board.
232/06
MEMORIALS TO JOHN SHILLITOE AND BARRY TOMLINSON

No further information had been received in respect of these memorials.

Resolved:  That consideration of the memorials be deferred for consideration at the next meeting.
233/06
LAND AT DENBY DALE ROAD EAST/DURKAR LOW LANE


Members discussed the stone sign proposed as part of the landscaping of the land at Denby Dale Road East/Durkar Low Lane.


Resolved:  That the Clerk contact Peel Business Parks with a view to their providing a stone.
234/06
DENBY DALE ROAD JUNCTION 39
It was noted that a three-storey building was currently being erected near the Calder Park roundabout, although Wakefield MDC’s policy had been for two storeys only.  Councillor Denson noted that Peels had appealed against the refusal of planning permission for a public house at Calder Park.

Further to Minute 200/05 regarding road names for the Business Park, Councillor Wainwright tabled details of local enclosure names and two local personalities with strong links with Durkar.
Resolved:  (1) That further details of the three-storey building be sought.

(2) That an objection to the public house proposal be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.

(3) That Mark Burgess of Fairhursts Design Group be informed that the Parish Council suggest Thomas Maddison Way and Joseph Winter Way as names for roads in the Business Park.
235/06
NEWMILLERDAM TOP CAR PARK

Councillor Harvey reported that Wakefield MDC had installed a new barrier that would allow the car park to be opened for specific events such horse shows and orienteering activities.  Councillor Chowcat preferred to see the introduction of an adventure playground and nature reserve. 
Resolved: That Councillor Harvey pursue additional uses with Tony Conway.

236/06
EARTHQUAKE APPEAL


The Responsible Financial Officer advised that a contribution to the Earthquake Appeal could only be funded through the Chairman’s allowance or a collection.

Resolved: That no action be taken.

237/06
TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM GROUNDS MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE

The Grounds Maintenance Committee had met on 7 January when they had walked Betty Eastwood Park with a representative of BTCV to discuss tree thinning work.  They recommended that BTCV carry out two days work in the Park at a cost of £250 per day.  They also noted the Neighbourhood Action Team’s work in Betty Eastwood Park in December and correspondence from Wakefield MDC Countryside Unit regarding an information board in the Park.  £805 had been received in sponsorship for the 2005 hanging basket programme with £175 outstanding.  The Committee was checking the schedule for the 2006 programme.  Tenders had been sought for the hanging basket programme and the maintenance of the Park in 2006/07.

Resolved:  (1)That the report be noted.

(2) That BTCV be instructed to carry out two days work in Betty Eastwood Park in March 2006

(3) That Councillor Garthwaite approach Tim and Darren to clear any cuttings produced by the BTCV team.
238/06
TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE


It was noted that the Health and Safety Committee would next meet at 7.00 pm on 28 February 2006.

239/06
TO DISCUSS HALL GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE 


There was nothing to report.
240/06
VILLAGE INSTITUTE MATTERS


Village Institute Trustees minutes dated 6 December 2005 had been circulated.


Resolved: That the minutes be accepted as a true record. 

241/06 FINANCIAL MATTERS: TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


The Responsible Financial Officer presented the following for payment:
	
	£

	45th Wakefield Scouts Sect 137 grant
	200.00

	J Mitchell Salary/Expenses Dec 05
	251.90

	M A Cummings Salary/Expenses Dec 05
	172.25

	XMA
	780.20

	WY Police
	2,500.00

	Inland Revenue
	211.26



Resolved:  That the accounts be approved for payment.
242/06
FINANCIAL MATTERS: QUARTERLY BALANCE SHEET

The Responsible Financial Officer presented the balance sheet and bank statement for October, November, December 2005.
Resolved: Members agreed the balance sheet and countersigned the bank statement as a correct record of the Parish Council accounts to date. 
243/06
FINANCIAL MATTERS: PARISH COUNCIL PRECEPT 2006/07

The Responsible Financial Officer recommended no increase in the precept of £35,000.

Resolved:  That the Responsible Financial Officer submit the necessary precept application for 2006/07 to the District Council.

244/06
FINANCIAL MATTERS: APPLICATION FROM POP-IN CLUB

Further to Minute 208/05, Members had received clarification of the amount sought from the Pop-In Club.

Resolved: (1) That the Council in accordance with its powers under Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act, 1972 should incur the following expenditure, which in the opinion of the Council is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure of the amount set out below.


Grant towards rent

 


Awarded
£250

(2) That the Responsible Financial Officer seek the name of the Club’s bank account.
245/06
FINANCIAL MATTERS: APPLICATION FROM TEDDY BEAR CLUB PRE-SCHOOL

An application from the Teddy bear Club Pre-School had been circulated and the Responsible Financial Officer informed Members that £250 was sought towards insurance costs and £235 towards rent.

Resolved: That the Council in accordance with its powers under Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act, 1972 should incur the following expenditure, which in the opinion of the Council is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure of the amount set out below.


Grant towards insurance and rent

 


Awarded
£360
246/06
FINANCIAL MATTERS: APPLICATION FROM 15th WAKEFIELD SCOUT GROUP


An application from the 15th Wakefield Scout Group had been circulated.


Resolved: That the Council in accordance with its powers under Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act, 1972 should incur the following expenditure, which in the opinion of the Council is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure of the amount set out below.


Grant towards attendance at 2007 Jamboree


Awarded
£500
247/06 FINANCIAL MATTERS: EXTERNAL NOTICE BOARD

The Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer recommended the purchase of a new external notice.

Resolved: That a new external notice board be purchased in the sum of £875.

248/06
FINANCIAL MATTERS: PHOTOCOPIERS
Further to Minute 210/05, the Clerk confirmed that the new photocopier had been delivered.  Members considered the future of the existing copier which was owned by the Parish Council and still under a service contract.

Resolved:  That Councillor Wainwright enquire if Hall Green Community Centre had any interest in the old photocopier.
249/06
REVIEW OF PARISH PLAN

Councillor Chowcat had reviewed the updates to the Parish Plan proposed by the Responsible Financial Officer.

Resolved: That the proposed updates to the Parish Plan be considered at the next meeting.
250/06
BIG LOTTERY FUND: NEW CAPITAL FUND

Resolved: That this item be discussed at the next meeting.
251/06
ADVERTISING IN PARISH LINK MAGAZINE

Councillor Wainwright informed Members that the matter would be considered at the next meeting of the Parochial Church Council.
252/06
PARISH NEWSLETTER

Members discussed the means of delivery of the Parish Newsletter.


Resolved:  That Councillors Daniels and Norris and the Responsible Financial Officer seek people who might deliver the newsletter.

253/06
CORRESPONDENCE
	1. 
	WYPTA
	Re request for bus shelter – update from Cllr Phelps

	2. 
	Office of Traffic Commissioner
	Re Sutton Transport

	3. 
	Highways Agency
	Traffic Information & Roadworks

	4. 
	WMDC
	Access Management Work: Betty Eastwood Park

	5. 
	45th Durkar Scouts
	Letter of thanks for grant

	6. 
	YRCC
	Cancellation of Conference

	7. 
	Audit Commission
	Stakeholder Survey

	8. 
	CPRE WY
	Annual Report 2004

	9. 
	WYPTA
	Re request for bus shelter

	10. 
	Metro
	Re Request to relocate bus stop

	11. 
	Arriva
	Re Bus service changes

	12. 
	SMP Playgrounds
	Publicity leaflet

	13. 
	NALC
	Salary award and White Rose Update

	14. 
	WMDC
	Standards Committee Meeting 12 January 2006

	15. 
	WMDC
	Register of Electors – Monthly updates

	16. 
	WMDC
	Lunchtime talks at Wakefield Art Gallery

	17. 
	Office of Deputy Prime Minister
	Standards of Conduct in English Local Government: the Future

	18. 
	WMDC
	Footpath 24 – no encroachment


In respect of (4) the Clerk tabled details of proposals for the Access Information board for Betty Eastwood Park and Councillor Wainwright provided a history of the site together with some photographs.  In respect of (7) Members provided completed survey forms.
Resolved: (1) That the proposals for the Information board be forwarded to Virginia Moulton
(2) That the Clerk forward the results of the Stakeholder survey to the Audit Commission.
(3) That further details of the passenger survey under (9) be sought.
(4) That Arriva be informed that the bus service changes were not acceptable.
(5) That the remaining correspondence be noted. 

254/06
STANDING ORDERS

Resolved: That standing orders be suspended to allow the meeting to continue after 9.15pm.
255/06
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Parish Council noted the planning applications before them.  It was noted that the appeals in respect of Beech View had been withdrawn.

Resolved:  (1) That the Clerk obtains a copy of applications in respect of Painthorpe Country Club and signage at Appleton Court, Calder Park.
(2)  That the Clerk submit an objection to the proposals for the Old Mill, Hollingthorpe Road on the grounds discussed.
256/06
UPDATE ON PARISH MATTERS


The Clerk circulated the Parish Matters register and updated members on progress.

Resolved:  That the report be noted.
257/06
PARISH MATTERS


The following items were brought to the attention of the Parish Council:

a) There had been confusion over the change of day for waste bin collections
b)
Possible contribution to Snowpeople collection 
Resolved: (1) That the Clerk pursue (a) with Wakefield MDC.
(2)  That the Snowpeople be an agenda item for the February meeting.
258/06
TO APPROVE ITEMS FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE
The Responsible Financial Officer updated members on web site matters including hits on the site.
Resolved: That the December 2005 Parish Council minutes be placed on the web site.

259/06
PRESS REPORTS – ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION
It was noted that Councillor Chowcat had taken over the role of Crigglestone correspondent. 
Resolved: That Councillor Chowcat update parish matters for the press.

260/06
DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Resolved: That the next meeting of the Parish Council be held in the Village Institute, High Street, Crigglestone on Tuesday 7 February 2006 commencing at 7pm.
IN PRIVATE

261/06
PARISH CLERK SIX MONTH REVIEW
The recommendations of the Personnel Committee had been circulated.

Resolved:  (1) That the recommendations of the personnel Committee be agreed:


(i)
That the Clerk’s hours be increased to nine hours per week with effect from 1 November 2005


(ii)
That the Clerk receives a further £5 per month towards internet access


(iii)
That the Chairman and Clerk meet on a monthly basis to discuss items for the agenda and reports to the Parish Council meetings


(iv)
That the Clerk’s hourly rate be increased to Spinal Point 17 - £8.074 with effect from 1 November 2005.

(v)
That the hours of the Responsible Financial Officer be reduced from their current 
level of three hours per week to two per week with no spinal point increase.

(vi)
That no alterations be made with regard to the Village Institute or Worrill’s fees.
SIGNED





DATE





              CHAIRMAN
CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
7.00 pm Crigglestone Village Institute, Tuesday 10 January 2006
About 50 members of the public were present.
Local residents spoke about their concerns regarding the proposed development of 24 flats at The Old Mill, Hollingthorpe Road.  They felt that the number of parking spaces proposed would not be adequate, leading to parking on adjoining streets, the elevations were not in keeping with the locality and there would be excessive stress on local infrastructure such as schools and drainage.  Residents showed photographs of the current access and parking problems in the area.  It was suggested that the site might be contaminated since it was a former colliery and fibreglass works.
The residents also drew attention to the poor quality of waste collection, road sweeping and traffic problems on the Hollingthorpe estate.
Councillors Denson and Harvey undertook to pursue the matters raised by the residents.   Councillor Denson would request a hold be put on the decision regarding the Old Mill.  The Parish Council agreed to arrange a meeting to allow residents to register their views.  This was provisionally arranged for 7.00pm on 26 January at Crigglestone Community Centre: the Parish Council would publicise the event in the locality and invite district council officers.
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