CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
5 FEBRUARY 2008
Present:  Councillors: Mrs J Craven, P Crompton, P Daniels (Chairman), J Garthwaite, Mrs C Norris, J Peebles, D Pimm, Mrs C Platten, A Roe, K Wainwright.
District Councillors:  P Harvey

Apologies:  District Councillor J Drysdale.
271/08

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies were accepted.
272/08
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.
273/08
TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN MAY WISH TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL


The Chairman informed Members that he had received a letter of resignation from Councillor Lumb.

Resolved: That the Clerk inform the District Council of Councillor Lumb’s resignation.
274/08
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8 JANUARY 2008

Resolved: That the minutes be approved as a correct record.

275/08
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR INFORMATION ONLY


The Clerk reported on information received from Mark Cropley of WMDC regarding the drainage ditch adjoining Wadhouse Lane and the lack of response to enquiries regarding refuse collection.

Resolved:  (1) That the Clerk write to Yorkshire Water to query the status of the pumping station at Denby Dale Road.

(2) That the Clerk seeks a response regarding refuse collection matters from the Leader of Wakefield MDC.
276/08
TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


That members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting following agenda item 28.
277/08
TO CONSIDER TRAFFIC CALMING ASSESSMENTS


Members considered responses from Wakefield MDC informing them that Hollin Lane and Durkar Lane were not considered appropriate for traffic calming treatment.  PC Laybourne tabled a golden river survey for Hollin Lane showing speeds of up to 60mph.

Resolved:  That the Clerk write to Mary Creagh requesting her comments on the matter.

278POLICE REPORT


PC McMahon had sent his apologies.  PC Laybourne noted that 40 hours had been spent in the Parish in January.  Police off-road motorcyclists had followed up complaints relating to off-road motorcycle use and officers had spent time at High Street and in Betty Eastwood Park as requested last month.  Arrests were made relating to speeding, driving whilst disqualified and in respect of Magistrates Court warrants.  Further speeding tickets had been issued mainly on Denby Dale Road at Durkar and parking tickets had been served near the Kingfisher Restaurant.  PC Laybourne reported that the Denby Dale Road East Action Group had submitted a list of ideas which might alleviate their parking problems to the District Council.  Arrangements had also been made to clean the street but not all residents had moved their vehicles as requested.  Parish Councillors had attended a meeting at the One Stop Shop with the police and WMDC officers but there had been no response yet from the Council.  No resolution had been found for the parking problems at Durkar Rise raised at the last meeting, which were common to the areas around most schools.  The crime statistics for January showed 42 crimes, mainly in the Crigglestone area.  
Priorities for February would be parking problems on Denby Dale Road East and near the Kingfisher Restaurant and at the One Stop Shop, speeding on Denby Dale Road and vandalism around the Village Institute.  Members discussed the distress that burglaries to dwellings caused.
Resolved:   (1) That the Parish Council thank PCs Laybourne and McMahon for the good policing of the area.
(2)  That the Clerk write to Mary Creagh MP requesting more severe sentences for domestic burglary offences.
279/08
FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS
The VOX meeting was to be held on 6 February and the Clerk reported on a conversation with Wajid Khan of VOX regarding future links between the Parish Council and VOX. The Chairman and the Clerk reported on the Town and Parish Liaison Group meeting where presentations on the Local Development Framework and sustainable energy had been made.
Resolved:  (1) That copies of the Parish Council agendas be forwarded to VOX in order that Mr Khan might attend where appropriate.
(2) That Councillors Pimm and Craven be appointed to attend VOX meetings on behalf of the Council. 

280/08

TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE


Councillor Craven reported on matters including tenders received for work in 2008/09.  Advice had been received regarding the resurfacing of the BMX track and litter picking by Neighbourhood Action around the Village Institute had been arranged.

Resolved: (1)  That in respect of the annual maintenance of Betty Eastwood Park, the quotation received from T & D Contractors in the sum of £1,590 plus £15 an hour in respect of work to be requested in respect of the pond, watercourses and boundaries be accepted.


(2) That the quotation received in respect of clearing two watercourses in the Park in the sum of £220 be accepted.

(3) That the quotation for general grounds maintenance works in the parish received from T & D contractors in the sum of £520 be accepted.

(4)  That T & D Contractors’ tender in respect of hanging baskets and maintenance be accepted in the sum of £80 per basket and £95 for new baskets.

(5)  That new plaques be ordered from Multi Visuals at a cost of £4 each.

(6)  That the above two resolutions be subject to the granting of a licence by Wakefield MDC.

(7)  That sponsorship levels be set at £60 for existing sponsors and £99 for new sponsors.

281/08
TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE

The next meeting of the Committee would be held on 4 March.
282/08
TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE RIGHTS OF WAY COMMITTEE


Councillor Wainwright reported on the meeting held on 23 January when Andrew Fowler from Wakefield MDC had attended.  Members had received a large scale GIS plan of rights of way in the parish and discussed the condition of various routes.


Resolved:  (1) That the minutes of the meeting be noted.

(2) That Councillor Wainwright look into a diversion to re-open the footpath from Hole Lane to Bretton Lane.

283/08
HALL GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE 


Councillor Wainwright noted that an amalgamation of Hall Green Community Association with the Tenants and Residents Association was being considered.
284/08
TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE VILLAGE INSTITUTE EXTENSION COMMITTEE


Resolved:  That Councillor Daniels contact the architect for an update.
285/08
VILLAGE INSTITUTE MATTERS


Village Institute Trustees minutes dated 8 January 2008 had been circulated.


Resolved: That the minutes be accepted as a true record. 

286/08
 FINANCIAL MATTERS: TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


The Responsible Financial Officer presented the following for payment:

	
	£

	Responsible Financial Officer salary Jan 2008
	88.99

	Parish Clerk salary + expenses Jan 2008
	317.20

	Johnsons Publishing
	262.12

	Wybones
	228.35

	WMDC Signage costs
	446.50



Resolved:  That the accounts be approved for payment.
287/08
FINANCIAL MATTERS: TO CONSIDER GRANT APPLICATION FROM NEWMILLERDAM SENIOR CITIZENS


Resolved: That the Council in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act, 1972 should incur the following expenditure, which in the opinion of the Council is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure of the amount set out below.


Grant towards rent






Awarded
£135

288/08
TO DISCUSS CHARLESWORTH CHARITY

The Responsible Financial Officer reported at length on the substantial costs incurred recently at the Charlesworth Almshouses.  She gave details of damp problems identified by one of the tenants and possible solutions offered by JM Batemans.  She drew attention to the significant expectations of the tenant and noted the current balance of the Unity Bank account.  It was proposed to call an urgent meeting of the Trustees to consider the future management of the properties including details of the tenancy agreements.

Resolved: (1) That the heating works at No 4 The Almshouses, Boyne Hill in the sum of £2,290 be approved. 

(2)  That an electric fire be fitted at No 4 The Almshouses at a cost of £250.

(3) That £10,000 be transferred from the Black Rock Account to the Unity Bank account.
(4) That the next meeting of the Charlesworth Charity be held at 6.00pm on 21 February, venue to be confirmed. 
289/08
TO DISCUSS WAKEFIELD MDC LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

Councillor Crompton tabled a draft response to the Wakefield MDC Local Development Framework consultation document.  He drew attention to the role and function of places; housing proposals; transport issues, design, safety and environmental quality; the green belt; climate change issues and travel matters.  He also tabled draft comments on the Development Policies Submission document.

Resolved: That the comments be forwarded to Wakefield MDC.
290/08
TO CONSIDER CONSULTATION ON ORDERS AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS IN ENGLAND

Councillor Peebles reported on a consultation document received from the Department for Communities and Local Government.  It was considered that the proposals were acceptable with the exception of the imposition of a charging regime (Question 10).

Resolved: That the Department be informed of the Parish Council’s view.

291/08
TO CONSIDER CONSULTATION ON WMDC CONTAMINATED LAND STRATEGY REVIEW

Councillor Wainwright tabled a response to the consultation document, drawing attention to the potential dangers of gas percolation from old mine workings.
Resolved:  That the comments be forwarded to Wakefield MDC.

292/08
CORRESPONDENCE
	1. 
	Chris Rys
	Traffic on High Street, empty buses, Vulcanite site

	2. 
	WMDC
	The Sentinel

	3. 
	Gillian Sykes
	Lack of buses serving Newmillerdam

	4. 
	Laurie Goodhand
	Walk Wakefield       21 June 2008

	5. 
	WMDC
	Cultural Forum: Wakefield Cultural Partnership representatives

	6. 
	WMDC
	Wakefield District Cultural Strategy 2007-12

	7. 
	YLCA
	Call for Best Practice Case Studies for NALC Conference 2008

	8. 
	SLCC
	Joint Training Day, South Cave, 7 March

	9. 
	VOX
	Agenda for KCDC meeting 6 Feb 2008

	10. 
	WMDC
	Agenda for Standards Committee

	11. 
	British Flora
	‘Horticultural solutions to civil engineering problems’

	12. 
	Barnsley MBC
	Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham Joint Strategic Waste Development Plan: Consultation




Resolved: (1)  That Chris Rys and Ms Sykes be informed of the Parish Council’s previous requests made in respect of traffic issues and deteriorating bus services.
(2)  That the remaining correspondence be noted.

293/08
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The Parish Council noted the planning applications before them.  The Clerk noted a letter received from the Service Director for Planning promising that hard copy plans could be made available if requested for specific applications.
294/08
UPDATE ON PARISH MATTERS


The Clerk had circulated the Parish Matters register and updated members on progress.
295/08
PARISH MATTERS


The following items were brought to the attention of the Parish Council:

(i) Update requested on Durkar marker stone
Resolved:  That the matter be pursued with Peels’ architects.
296/08
INPUT FOR PARISH LINK MAGAZINE

The Clerk reported that it was a year since the Parish Council had last agreed to provide two pages of copy for the St James Church Link magazine.  

Resolved:  (1) That the Parish Council continue to provide two pages of copy for the Parish Link magazine and make a donation of £250.

(2)  That the Clerk prepare the Parish Council insert for the next Parish Link magazine.
(3) That the arrangement be reviewed in February 2009.
297/08
TO APPROVE ITEMS FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE
Resolved:  That the January 2008 Parish Council minutes be placed on the website.
298/08
PRESS REPORTS – ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION

Resolved: That the Clerk contact Dr Chowcat to update parish matters for the press.
299/08
DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Resolved: That the next meeting of the Parish Council be held in the Village Institute, High Street, Crigglestone on Tuesday 4 March 2008 commencing at 7.00pm.
IN PRIVATE
300/08
TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE


Councillor Peebles reported that four applications had been received in respect of the Responsible Financial Officer post and confirmed that interviews for all the applicants would be held on 19 February.
301/08TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL ISSUES: CLERK’S HOURS


Further to Minute 269/07, the Clerk noted the additional hours she had worked in November.

Resolved: That the Clerk be paid for additional hours undertaken in November 2007.

302/08
TO DISCUSS THE PARISH POLL

Advice received from the YLCA had been circulated.  The Responsible Financial Officer and the Clerk updated Members on discussions with the District Council.
Resolved:  That the District Council’s proposal be agreed.
SIGNED





DATE





              CHAIRMAN
CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

7.00 pm Crigglestone Village Institute, Tuesday 5 February 2008
Six members of the public were present.  There were concerns about a House Condition survey being conducted by consultants across the district on behalf of Wakefield MDC.  The speaker felt that residents should be aware that participation in the survey was not compulsory.  Whilst the letter indicated that the surveyors would carry IDs and should not be admitted without it, the Police thought the survey gave opportunities for unscrupulous people to gain entry to private houses.  The Clerk would pass these concerns on to the Housing and Public Protection Service at WMDC.
Residents of 10 to 16 Hollin Lane were concerned about the recent flooding of their properties and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact Peter Davis and/or Rob Fyfe.
A resident spoke about the muddy state of the access to Betty Eastwood Park in the vicinity of the wheel.  He was informed about the work to be undertaken by the Council’s contractors to clear the watercourses and of the planings which the District Council was using to improve the public footpaths in the Park.
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