CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
4 DECEMBER 2007
Present:  Councillors: Mrs J Craven, P Daniels (Chairman), J Garthwaite, Mrs C Norris, J Peebles, D Pimm, Mrs C Platten, K Wainwright.
District Councillors:  P Harvey

Apologies:  Councillor P Crompton, District Councillors J Drysdale and B Denson.
209/07

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies were accepted.  It was further noted that the recently appointed Responsible Financial Officer had resigned: this matter would be dealt with under Agenda item 32.
210/07
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.
211/07
TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN MAY WISH TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL


The Chairman thanked those Members who had attended the Remembrance Day services at Newmillerdam and Chapelthorpe.
212/07
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6 NOVEMBER 2007

Resolved: That the minutes be approved as a correct record.

213/07
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR INFORMATION ONLY


The Clerk reported that a further meeting had been arranged with representatives of the Calder Park developers (Min 189/07) and that Councillor Wainwright had been accepted on to the Local Access Forum as an individual member (Min 201/07).
214/07
TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


That members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting following agenda item 30.
215/07
POLICE REPORT


PC Laybourne had sent his apologies.  PC McMahon noted that 36 hours had been spent in the Parish in November.  They had looked into parking issues at the One Stop Shop and had spent increased patrol time in Betty Eastwood Park following concerns about drug use and anti-social behaviour.  Two pupils playing truant from Kettlethorpe High School were returned to school and a number of road safety and speeding concerns had been addressed.  Two motorists had provided negative breath tests and 13 endorsable fixed penalty tickets were issued to drivers over the speed limit particularly on Denby Dale Road.  The Police were continuing to address parking and obstruction problems at the Kingfisher Restaurant.  The crime statistics for November showed 29 crimes, again mainly in the Crigglestone area.  Priorities for December would be football playing at Willow Garth, parking problems at the One Stop Shop and on Durkar Low Lane, speeding on Dennington Lane and Denby Dale Road and anti-social behaviour in the vicinity of the Village Institute. 
Resolved:   That the Parish Council thank PCs Laybourne and McMahon for the good policing of the area.
216/07
TO CONSIDER LOCAL COMMUNITY BUILDINGS FORUM

Members had received a proposal for a local community buildings forum to discuss common problems faced by building management committees.  The Yorkshire Rural Community Council could facilitate the initial meetings of such a forum.
Resolved: That the proposal be noted.
217/07
TO RECEIVE UPDATE REGARDING PARISH POLL
Councillor Peebles and the Clerk had attended a meeting with the Legal Officer and Electoral Services Manager at Wakefield MDC and had subsequently been informed that the Returning Officer had decided to accept the request for a parish poll.  The poll would be held on 20 December from 4.00pm to 9.00pm at the usual polling stations.  The cost of the poll would be sought from the Parish Council, and the Clerk informed Members that the organisers of the parish meeting had offered to make a donation towards the costs.  The Chairman noted a recent article in the Wakefield Express inferring that the Parish Council had called the parish meeting, which was inaccurate.
Resolved: That a statement be issued to the Wakefield Express clarifying that the poll was not requested by the Parish Council.
218/07
FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS
Councillor Craven had attended the VOX meeting in November when issues had included a community showcasing event, funding advice and the work of the Yorkshire Rural Community Council.  Councillor Craven and the Clerk had attended a presentation on Wakefield MDC’s Waste Development Plan and a draft response to the questionnaire was tabled.
Resolved:  (1) That Wajid Khan from VOX be invited to attend the Parish Council meeting in January to explain the aims of the Community Network.
(2) That the draft response to the Waste Development Plan be agreed for submission to Wakefield MDC.

219/07

TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE


Councillor Craven reported on the meeting held on 26 November when Tom Handley from Groundwork and Virginia Moulton, WMDC Rights of Way Manager, had attended.  Mr Handley had presented a plan for management of the woodlands in Betty Eastwood Park and members proposed to follow this up with him.  Ms Moulton spoke about a new notice board for the Park, to be funded through a grant from Natural England’s Access Management Grant Scheme.  She also informed members that the public footpaths through the Park would shortly be improved using road planings.  The Committee had agreed to send out letters inviting local firms to tender for the maintenance of the Park and the provision of hanging baskets in 2008.  Members had been informed of biodegradable pooper scooper bags which could be inscribed for the Council and handed out from local post offices and other outlets.

Resolved:  (1) That the minutes of the meeting be noted.

(2) That samples of the pooper scooper bags be requested.
220/07
TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE

The Committee had met immediately before the Council meeting and noted that the builder had recently carried out works around the Village Institute.  It was noted that carbon monoxide alarms were not fitted at some of the Almshouses and this would be referred to the appropriate trustees’ meeting.  The next meeting of the Committee would be held on 4 March when Health and Safety inspections would be arranged.
221/07
TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE RIGHTS OF WAY COMMITTEE


The minutes of the newly formed Committee had been circulated together with proposed terms of reference and standing orders.  Councillor Wainwright had been appointed as Chair and Councillor Craven as Vice Chair and members had agreed to review the current footpaths schedule.  To assist this task, they proposed to purchase a set of 1:10,000 plans at a cost of approximately £80.  They proposed to inspect all footpaths and bridleways in the parish.

Resolved: (1) That minutes of the Rights of Way Committee held on 19 November be noted.


(2)  That the Terms of Reference and Standing Orders be approved.
(3) That a set of plans be purchased as detailed above.
(4) That details of the work of the Committee be placed on the web site.

222/07
HALL GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE 


Councillor Wainwright had concerns about the future of the Hall Green Community Association and he had called a joint meeting with a residents’ group to try to establish a joint body.  The Acting Responsible Financial Officer urged caution bearing in mind the lease under which the Community Association managed the Community Centre which was owned by the Parish Council.
223/07
TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON VILLAGE INSTITUTE EXTENSION


Notes of the meeting of the Committee held on 27 November were tabled and the Chairman explained that they felt the proposal for a further large hall was overambitious and they recommended asking the architect to prepare a more limited scheme.  A meeting with the architect had been arranged for 6 December.  It was agreed to consider the matter further under Item 31, the budget.
224/07
VILLAGE INSTITUTE MATTERS


Village Institute Trustees minutes dated 6 November 2007 had been circulated.


Resolved: That the minutes be accepted as a true record. 

225/07
 FINANCIAL MATTERS: TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


The Acting Responsible Financial Officer presented the following:

	
	£

	Acting Responsible Financial Officer (MAC) salary 
Nov 07
	150.99

	Parish Clerk salary + expenses Nov 07
	356.98

	Responsible Financial Officer (TC) salary + expenses Nov 07
	116.14

	SLCC
	91.00



Resolved:  That the accounts be approved for payment.
226/07
RESPONSE TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S CHANGES TO THE YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER PLAN 

A draft response prepared by Councillor Crompton had been circulated.

Resolved:  That the response be approved for submission to Government Office Yorkshire and the Humber.
227/07
PLANNING REFORM BILL

Information and a draft response prepared by Councillor Crompton had been circulated.

Resolved: That the response be approved for submission to the House of Commons with a copy to the local MP.
228/07
DRAFT LETTER TO MARY CREAGH MP

A letter to Mary Creagh requesting a meeting with the Parish Council had been prepared by Councillor Crompton.

Resolved: That the letter be approved and sent to Mary Creagh MP.
229/07
TO DISCUSS PUBLIC TRANSPORT SURVEY

Further to Minute 188/07 the Clerk had circulated details of the Rural Transport Partnership’s Delegated Fund.  This was available to local groups to carry out projects to improve passenger transport.  Examples of surveys carried out by parish councils in West Yorkshire were given.

Resolved:  That no action be taken.
230/07
CORRESPONDENCE
	1. 
	Margaret Lavell
	Thanks for grant to 15th Wakefield Scouts

	2. 
	WMDC
	Blocked sewer Almshouse Lane Newmillerdam

	3. 
	CPRE
	Countryside Voice

	4. 
	WMDC
	Polling District Review – no change for CPC

	5. 
	Silver Silhouettes 
	Thanks for donation

	6. 
	Yorkshire Air Ambulance 
	Information and request to attend PC meeting

	7. 
	WMDC
	Weekly Licensing Application list

	8. 
	WMDC
	Waste Development Plan Document

	9. 
	YRCC
	Country Air publication

	10. 
	WMDC Culture
	Wakefield Cultural Forum – First meeting 3 December 2007

	11. 
	WMDC
	Update re footpaths

	12. 
	Blanchere
	Year planner

	13. 
	VOX
	Agenda for meeting 5 December

	14. 
	YLCA
	White Rose Update Advice Notes, Assembly Digest

	15. 
	YLCA
	Information Sheet

	16. 
	Westminster Briefing 
	Conference for the Third Sector 24 April 2008


Resolved: (1)  That the work of the Yorkshire Air Ambulance be noted and they be referred to VOX for details of groups working in the area.
(2)  That Councillor Craven attend the VOX meeting on 5 December.

(3)  That in relation to the footpath from Almshouse Lane to Wood Lane, photographs be taken and WMDC’s Footpath Officer be informed that the condition of the path is not good.
(7)  That the remaining correspondence be noted.


Councillor Garthwaite declared a personal interest in item no 7, licensing applications.

231/07
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Parish Council noted the planning applications before them.  The Clerk noted that planning officers were asking Parish Councils to view applications on the website rather than receiving hard copies.
Resolved:  (1) That the Clerk submit objections to the revised application for 24 apartments at the Vulcanite site and the application for an extension to Well Head House on the grounds discussed.
(2)  That the Clerk write to the Service Director for Planning requesting the continued provision of hard copy plans, noting that the website is not accessible to all councillors or residents.
232/07
UPDATE ON PARISH MATTERS


The Clerk had circulated the Parish Matters register and updated members on progress.
233/07
PARISH MATTERS


The following items were brought to the attention of the Parish Council:

(i) The footpath and gullies on Wood Lane looked well after recent work.
(ii) Traffic lights should be installed at the British Oak junction on Denby Dale Road.
Resolved:  (1) That Rob Fyfe be congratulated on the Wood Lane work (i)
(2)  That (ii) be referred to the District Council.
234/07
INPUT FOR NEWSLETTER/PARISH LINK MAGAZINE


The Clerk tabled the final draft of the winter newsletter.  Further to item 22 Correspondence, she informed Members that the volunteer from Yorkshire Air Ambulance had asked if their leaflets might be distributed with the newsletter.
Resolved: (1) That, subject to minor amendments, the winter newsletter be approved for printing.
(2) That the Yorkshire Air Ambulance leaflets be distributed with the current or a later issue of the newsletter, the additional cost to be met by the Parish Council.

(3)  That the Clerk prepare the insert for the next Parish Link magazine.
235/07
TO APPROVE ITEMS FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE
Resolved: (1) That the November 2007 Parish Council minutes be placed on the website.

(2)  That items relating to the Air Ambulance and the Snowpeople be added to the website 
236/07
PRESS REPORTS – ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION

Resolved: That Councillor Platten contact Dr Chowcat to update parish matters for the press.

237/07
FUTURE SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS: CHARLESWORTH AND WORRILLS CHARITIES

Resolved: That meetings of the Charities Trustees be held on Wednesday, 16 January 2008, Worrills at 6.30pm and Charlesworth at 7.00pm.
Councillor Craven left the meeting (9.25pm)

238/07
DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Resolved: That the next meeting of the Parish Council be held in the Village Institute, High Street, Crigglestone on Tuesday 8 January 2008 commencing at 7.00pm.
Councillor Craven returned to the meeting (9.30pm)

IN PRIVATE
239/07
TO DISCUSS BUDGETS AND ESTIMATES 2008/09
The Acting Responsible Financial Officer presented the redrafted budgets for 2008/09 and Members discussed details of the proposals.

Resolved: (1) That the budgets and estimates for 2008/09 be approved.

(2) That the Acting Responsible Financial Officer submit the necessary precept application for 2008/09 to the District Council.

(3) That in respect of the Village Institute extension, the architect be informed that no action is to be taken in the near future.

(4) That the architect be asked to submit his invoice for the work undertaken to date.
240/07
TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL ISSUES
The Chairman noted that the recently appointed Responsible Financial Officer had submitted his resignation.
Councillor Daniels left the meeting (9.55pm)

Members discussed the way forward.  It was felt the matter should be reviewed after Christmas.  The Acting Responsible Financial Officer was thanked for her offer to cover the post until March 2008 and the Parish Council accepted this offer.
Resolved: That the replacement of the Responsible Financial Officer be considered at the January 2008 meeting.

Councillor Daniels returned to the meeting (10.05pm)

SIGNED





DATE





              CHAIRMAN
CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

7.00 pm Crigglestone Village Institute, Tuesday 4 December 2007
Three members of the public were present.  They had concerns about children playing football (soccer and rugby balls) at Willow Garth.  The children, who did not all live on Willow Garth, were causing disruption to residents by playing football in the road and on the grass particularly at the lower end of the cul de sac.  The balls were often kicked into residents’ gardens and onto cars and when approached, the children used foul language in response.  Threats had been made by the parents of the children involved to the other residents, and one elderly resident found the children’s behaviour intimidating.  Councillors confirmed that they were arranging to move one of the recently erected ‘No ball games’ signs to the bottom end of the road and noted that the central area was owned by the Parish Council.  Members were informed that a copy of a recent Daily Express article promoting the idea of children ‘playing out’ had been put through letter boxes on Willow Garth.  PC McMahon proposed to visit the residents to take up their concerns.
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