CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
2 OCTOBER 2007
Present:  Councillors: Mrs J Craven, P Crompton, P Daniels (Chairman), J Garthwaite, Mrs C Norris J Peebles, D Pimm, Mrs C Platten, A Roe.
Apologies:  Councillors J Lumb and K Wainwright, District Councillors J Drysdale, B Denson and P Harvey
148/07

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies were accepted.
149/07
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor P Daniels declared a personal interest in Item 29, a report from the Personnel Committee.
150/07
TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN MAY WISH TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL


The Chairman noted that a letter sent to the Wakefield Express regarding bus service changes affecting the parish had not been published.  He proposed to pursue the issue at the forthcoming meeting of the West Yorkshire Rural Transport Partnership.
151/07
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4 SEPTEMBER 2007

Resolved: That, subject to the amendment of minute 128/07 to include ‘(5) That two ‘No ball games’ signs be ordered at a cost of £320.00 + VAT to be fitted at Willow Garth and that one sign in Betty Eastwood Park be refitted’, the minutes be approved as a correct record.

152/07
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR INFORMATION ONLY


None.
153/07
TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


That members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting following agenda item 28.
154/07
POLICE REPORT


PC McMahon had sent his apologies.  PC Laybourne noted that 30 hours had been spent in the Parish in September.  He had been in regular contact with the residents of Denby Dale Road East and highways officers, and tabled a plan which residents would use to suggest yellow lines and ‘butterfly’ markings.  He had spoken and written to the managers of Hampsons and Harratts with regard to the parking problems.  The Police had dealt with a number of vehicle related offences in the parish and had spent increased patrol time in Betty Eastwood Park following matters raised at the last meeting.  They had also visited the ginnel from the One Stop Shop to The Close where youths had been congregating again.  Letters had been issued to the youths’ parents/guardians.  The crime statistics for September showed 37 crimes, notably in the Crigglestone area, and PC Laybourne noted significant thefts of lead and copper from properties.
Priorities for October would be off road bikes at Durkar Low Lane and Almshouse Lane, youths drinking near St John’s Church and speeding on Denby Dale Road and Bull Lane.
Resolved:  (1) That the Parish Council thank PCs Laybourne and McMahon for the good policing of the area.
(2) That the SAFE Scheme payment of £2,500 for October, November and December be approved.
155/07
FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS
Councillor Craven reported on the WY Police consultation event, noting there were proposals to ward the Police Community Support Officers with equal numbers per ward.
156/07

TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE


The minutes of the meetings of the Grounds Maintenance Committee held on 23 and 25 September had been circulated.  Councillor Craven noted that WMDC would supply and lay road planings to the public footpath in the Park and that it was hoped to improve the site at Howard Crescent.  A meeting with Groundwork was proposed for 26 November.  The Clerk noted that Wakefield MDC had repaired the fence at Manor Farm Road and had offered to plant bulbs in the parish for £55 per bag with labour costs to be met by the District Council.  It was further reported that four hanging basket sponsorship payments remained to be paid.  T & D’s invoice for the hanging basket contract had been received.

Resolved:  (1)  That the minutes of the meetings of the Grounds Maintenance Committee be noted.

(2)  That two bags of bulbs be ordered from Wakefield MDC to be planted in the areas discussed.

(3)  That, subject to confirmation of the number of baskets, payment to T & D of £4,523.75 be approved.
157/07
TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE

The Chairman reported on the meeting held earlier that evening.  Lighting and flagstone/coping stone work was required at the Village Institute.

Resolved: That Richard Sunderland be instructed to repair the lights and Batemans be instructed to deal with the flagstone and coping.

158/07
HALL GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE 


There was nothing to report.
159/07
VILLAGE INSTITUTE MATTERS


Village Institute Trustees minutes dated 4 September 2007 had been circulated.


Resolved: That the minutes be accepted as a true record. 

160/07
 FINANCIAL MATTERS: TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS


The Parish Clerk presented the following:

	
	£

	Parish Clerk salary + expenses Sept 07
	308.66

	Responsible Financial Officer salary + expenses Sept 07
	87.31

	Xerox
	41.63

	15th Wakefield Scouts
	500.00

	Johnson Publishing
	296.92

	Mazars
	308.66

	Inland Revenue
	279.54

	Kirklees MC (advert)
	30.80

	WY Police
	2,500.00



Resolved:  That the accounts be approved for payment.
161/07
FINANCIAL MATTERS: ANNUAL ACCOUNTS


The Clerk reported that the accounts had been completed by Mazars.  The Statement of Accounts and notice of public rights would be displayed on the notice board.
162/07
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 2008/09 BUDGETS AND ESTIMATES

The Clerk advised that a special meeting might be arranged in late November to consider the budget and estimates for 2008/09 with particular reference to the Village Institute extension and proposals for Betty Eastwood Park.
163/07
TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE INSTITUTE EXTENSION PROPOSALS
A revised estimate for the proposed work had been circulated.  Members considered the advisability of seeking planning permission and the availability of grant aid towards the project.  Councillors Craven and Pimm had sought advice at the Scarborough conference.
Resolved:  (1)  That the Clerk consult residents in the immediate area of the Institute to seek their comments on the proposals.
(2) That Yorkshire Rural Community Council be asked for advice regarding fundraising.

(3) That the Village Institute Extension Committee meet immediately before the special budget meeting proposed in late November.
164/07
SCARBOROUGH CONFERENCE REPORT

Councillors Craven and Pimm reported on the Joint Annual Training Conference which had proved most useful.  Subjects covered had included appointed councillors, increasing the precept, the code of conduct, risk assessment and website development.
165/07TO DISCUSS WAKEFIELD MDC REFUSE COLLECTION PROPOSALS

Councillor Crompton noted that the District Council’s pilot project to be introduced in some areas in November comprised a two-weekly collection of all types of refuse whereas the Parish Council wished to see a weekly collection of non-recyclable refuse.

Resolved:  That the Clerk request a meeting with the Chief Executive of Wakefield MDC to explain the Parish Council’s view.
166/07
TO DISCUSS HOUSING GREEN PAPER

A summary of the Green Paper: Homes for the Future, More Affordable, More Sustainable had been circulated and Councillor Crompton tabled a draft response.


Resolved: That a response as discussed be submitted to the Department for Communities and Local Government.

167/07
TO DISCUSS REQUESTING A REFERENDUM ON THE EU CONSTITUTION


Since no written report was to hand, consideration of the item was deferred.
168/07
TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING IN AUGUST


The Chairman proposed to defer consideration of this item until more Councillors were present.
169/07
TO DISCUSS ARRANGEMENTS FOR REMEMBRANCE DAY LAYING OF WREATHS
Resolved: That the Chairman lay wreaths at the Newmillerdam Memorial at 10.00 am and at St James Church, Chapelthorpe at 10.30 am on Sunday 11 November 2007.
170/07
CORRESPONDENCE
	1. 
	WMDC
	Road Safety Guide for Wakefield 2007/08

	2. 
	YLCA
	Information sheet

	3. 
	WMDC
	Acknowledgement of letter re gully emptying – passed to Andy Kerr

	4. 
	WDH
	Homesearch X 3

	5. 
	Blanchere Illuminations
	New contact details

	6. 
	Mrs Crofts
	Re Betty Eastwood Park

	7. 
	WMDC
	Proposed reduction of speed limit Wood Lane, Newmillerdam

	8. 
	WMDC
	Wakefield Cabinet Listens – events October

	9. 
	WMDC
	Training event 7 Nov 2007 Development Control process

	10. 
	Metro
	Bus shelter at Bull Lane reinstated

	11. 
	SLCC
	Notice of AGM

	12. 
	ROSPA
	Risk assessment courses

	13. 
	British Legion
	Re Wreathes

	14. 
	WMDC
	Highway gully emptying

	15. 
	WMDC
	Speed Limit Order Wood Lane

	16. 
	VOX
	Agenda for meeting 3 October 2007


Resolved: (1)  That the Clerk write to support the speed limit order for Wood Lane (7).
(2)  That Councillor Pimm attend the planning training event (9).
(3)  That a response be sent to Wakefield MDC requesting higher priority for gully cleaning in flood risk areas.
(4)  That the remaining correspondence be noted.

171/07
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Parish Council noted the planning applications before them.
Resolved:  That the Clerk enquire about an application in respect of work at ASDA which might impact on the parish.
172/07
UPDATE ON PARISH MATTERS


The Clerk had circulated the Parish Matters register and updated members on progress.
173/07
PARISH MATTERS


The following items were brought to the attention of the Parish Council:

(i) Sewage overflowing at Almshouse Lane, Newmillerdam
(ii) Parking on the footway on Durkar Low Lane.
(iii) A bench had been damaged in Betty Eastwood Park.
(iv) Closure of Post Offices.
Resolved:  (1) That the Clerk write to Yorkshire Water and Wakefield MDC to complain about the slow response to the problem.
(2)  That the Police be asked to follow up the parking problem.
(3)  That Tim and Darren be asked to repair the bench.

(4)  That the Clerk enquire which Post Offices are at risk.
174/07
PARISH LINK MAGAZINE


That the Responsible Financial Officer prepare the insert for the next Parish Link magazine.
175/07
TO APPROVE ITEMS FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL WEB SITE
Resolved: That the September 2007 Parish Council minutes be placed on the web site.
176/07
PRESS REPORTS – ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION

Resolved: (1) That Councillor Platten contact Dr Chowcat to update parish matters for the press.


(2)  That the letter regarding bus services be forwarded to Dr Chowcat (minute 150/07).
177/07
DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Resolved: That the next meeting of the Parish Council be held in the Village Institute, High Street, Crigglestone on Tuesday 6 November 2007 commencing at 7.00pm.
IN PRIVATE
178/07
TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Councillor Peebles reported that interviews in respect of the Responsible Financial Officer post would be held on 9 October.
SIGNED





DATE





              CHAIRMAN
CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

7.00 pm Crigglestone Village Institute, Tuesday 2 October 2007
Two members of the public were present, representing the Denby Dale Road East Action Group.  They informed members that they had met District Councillors Harvey and Drysdale as well as Councillor Pimm, PC Laybourne and Mr Forrest from Wakefield MDC.

They informed Councillors that WMDC had agreed to paint double yellow lines around the hammerhead of Denby Dale Road East and at the junction with Durkar Low Lane, as well as ‘butterfly’ markings across driveways.  Litter bins had been installed as requested and the road was to be closed to allow road sweeping.  PC Laybourne had visited Harratts and Hampsons to draw their attention to the problems caused by indiscriminate parking on Denby Dale Road East.  The residents thanked the Parish Council for their help and the coverage of their activities in the Wakefield Express.  The Action Group were to prepare proposals for street markings and attend a meeting with WMDC highway officers.
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