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CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 5th April 2006

Presented by Councillor John Peebles Chairman of the Parish Council

Once again it has been a great pleasure to have served as Chairman of Crigglestone Parish Council for the past 12 months. I would like to thank Peter Daniels the Vice Chair for the support and help he has given me over the year and to you as Members for all the hard work you do voluntarily serving on the numerous committees. 
Before going any further, I would like to pay my respects and that of this Council to our late colleague John Shillitoe who served on this Parish Council for 25 years. I remember John coming onto the council at the age of 21. With his knowledge of the Parish he was an instant asset. Neither will he be forgotten at his old school Mackie Hill where he was Chair of Governors for many years.  The Parish Council unanimously agreed to purchase a memorial bench to be part of the Memorial Garden at Mackie Hill in remembrance of his work.  

Early on in my term of office, Janet joined the Parish Council as Parish Clerk.  Janet has worked hard to pick up the role and I would like to thank her very much for the help and advice she has given me.   Also a big thanks for the extra meetings we have put on her.

My thanks go to Maureen for keeping on the role of Responsible Financial Officer and I know that the finances of the Parish are in safe hands.
Last year for the first in many years the precept was raised. But once again the Parish Council is holding it at last years figure.

The cleanliness of the Village Institute is often remarked upon. This due to Janet Stocks and the help of her husband Keith, to both I give my thanks. This year has seen the hall repainted and the floor covering renewed.
Planning applications are still being carefully monitored. The Parish Council  are now having meetings with Peel Investments and the aim is to have a better understanding between both parties. Cllr. Wainwright has put forward names for roads within the development relating to Durkar’s past and Peels have agreed to name the main road through the development Thomas Maddison Way.

Residents from Hollingthorpe objection to plans for the Old Mill led to a lively currently making objections to the planning for the Painthorpe House (The Country Club) development. Residents on Haveroid Lane asked for our support in the matter which we readily agreed to. There are others that are under scrutiny. A meeting was held between Planning, District Cllr. Brian Denson and the Parish Council on the way forward for the LDF which is replacing the UDP. This will have to be watched carefully.

The Parish newsletter is still proving a success with three issues a year. This is down to Maureen who at times struggles for news items to put in.  We have also secured a couple of pages in the Parish Link Magazine which goes out 11 times a year.  
The Police regularly attend Parish Council  meetings and get to grips with our priorities.   I can assure residents that they we do get results. In the age we now live in the Police do have a very difficult job to do and we appreciate their help and support. 
Once again the Parish Council have given grants to a number of groups. These include, The Teddy Bear Club at Hall Green Community Centre, Newmillerdam Senior Citizens, Crigglestone Carers and the Pop In Club. The large grant we gave to Kettlethorpe High School to help the Community Learning Centre has now opened and the Parish Council were invited to view the facility which are excellent. Crigglestone Nursery also benefited from a grant from the Parish Council to help with their new baby unit. 
The grounds Maintenance Committee are still trying to keep the open spaces in good  order.  Due to the upgrading of the lighting columns by Amey  the hanging baskets this year were taken down early, but will be back in 2006 bigger and better.  The display is thought to be the best in the District.
The Parish Plan has recently been updated and its findings have been posted on the Web Site and anyone wanting a copy can apply to the Parish Council.  
The web site attracts a great deal of interest worldwide with well over a thousand hits each month.  There is a wealth of information on the site with links to schools and businesses. At the time of writing my report, there were 2021 hits in March from 38 countries.  The latest being Taiwan and Hong Kong.

Once again the Remembrance Day services at both Newmillerdam and Crigglestone Cemetery Cenotaphs were very well attended. Thanks again to Stuart Marsden of Newmillerdam Lakeside Methodist Chapel for arranging a small service. And the Reverend John White of St. James Chaplethorpe.
It continues to be the aim of this Parish Council  to serve the residents of the Parish to the best of their ability. It has been another successful year and once again I thank all who have helped make it so.
Councillor John Peebles - Chairman
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